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there is contusion in the tel econmunications industry. Now,
that is changing though and | think we all knowit jg changlng
since that federal order of Judge Geen that provided for a
deregul ati on of tel ecomunications jn the nation and that
opportunity is closing. People are beginning to understand how
t he phone regul ati on systemis working. Now, it is my belief
that they would have a difficult,a much nore difficult tine
getting this enacted next year. So vvhy is it that all the other
49 states in the nation haven't enacted this kind of
legislation? Why is Nebraska the only state in the nation that
is considering passage, or | shoul d say, going to pass,

unfortunately, legi sl'ation ¢t nat provides for complete
deregul ation? |owa hasn't pro-vided for conplete deregul ation.

Woning hasn' t. New York hasn' t. The progressive State of
California hasn't even provided for it. Flgrida hasn't. Texas
hasn' t. But in Nebraska we feel that it is inmportant, or some
people do. | don't think there has been any legitimte reasons
to provide for deregulation, conplete deregul ation. | agree
with the perspective of providing deregulation for intrastate
long distance. As Senator Schnmit ha said over and over again,
when this bill was originally introduced, this was he aim to
provide for this deregulation for intrastate just as it is
calling fromNebraska to Iowa. But the bill has gone well
beyond t hat . I would like to closemth reiterating one point
and that is...

SPEAKER NI CHOL: One m nute.

SENATOR ABBOUD: ...will we have a situation where the phone
conpany wil | | ook out for the best interests of the public? |

cited to you figures earlier which stated that the Public
Service Comm ssion since 7-25-78 ha~: had a nunber of different

proposal s presented before them as the Public Service
Conmi ssi on. In that time there has been a request of over
$127 million of requests that Northwestern Bell pas requested,
that they, in good faith, said that they needed. They said, we
have to have this noney in order to have good gervices to the
custonmers in the State of Nebraska or in their particular zone.
It was good faith. | attended sonme of the hearings. The?fI
e

really did feel that they needed this noney and they told t
Public Service Commission that they really needed this noney.

And | believe that they really do believe that they needed thi’s

money.  Well, how puch did the Public Service Conmission
actually give them during this period? A little over
$55 milli on.
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